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Wollaston Primary News Update
December 17th 2021
Headteacher’s Update
We have made it to the end of a very busy term and I think you all agree that we are ready for a
well-earned break. Over the last few weeks, we have worked hard to make some positive changes
in many different areas. Our focus for next term will be refining the behaviour policy and
approach, reviewing homework based on the outcomes of our survey and continuing to develop
our curriculum. I want to thank everyone for their support over the last few weeks.
On behalf of all the staff I want to wish you all a Happy Christmas and a safe and healthy new year.
We look forward to seeing the children return on 4th January 2022

Covid Reminders
Thankfully cases of covid have declined rapidly across the school but we still have some active
cases and still need to be careful. Obviously with the emergence of the new variant and
particularly the isolation rules we are hoping this will not cause us any major disruption after the
Christmas period. We will continue to follow the guidance and will keep you informed of any
changes which may affect your children.
Can I please politely request that after the Christmas holidays parents wear face coverings on the
playground when dropping off and collecting the children. With the new Omicron variant being so
much more transmissible we want to keep everyone as safe as possible.

School Stats
Over a school year, we are due to be open for 190 days which equates to 380 sessions with
registration in the morning at 08:50 and after lunch in the afternoon.
Attendance is affected if a pupil is not present at school for any whole session including
registration.

Attendance Target

96 %

Attendance This Term

94.2 %

Attendance This School year

93.2 %

Registers are taken 10 minutes after the school gates close at 8.50am. It is important that the
children are at school on time every day to prevent disruption and upset to their day and for the
rest of their class.

Lates from 26th Nov – 14th Dec

56

Please try to ensure your children are at school on time as this lateness can add up over the year
and be quite disruptive to their education

Safeguarding
Reminders on collecting your children. Please ensure that if someone different will be collecting
your child that you phone the school and give a password that we can then ask for.
Can I also remind people that dogs should not be brought onto the school site and that includes if
they are being carried.

Staff Update
We want to say goodbye and good luck to Mrs Evans who is leaving us at the end of this term. Mrs
Evans has taught across the school for many years and completed her teacher training here so I
know she will be missed by many pupils, staff and parents. Mrs Evans has decided to take a break
from teaching so we wish her well on her new adventures.
We are looking forward to Mrs Gemma Baldwin joining the Year 3 and 4 team in January. She is
coming from another school in Wellingborough and I know is excited about joining our school.

Communications
We have recently sent out letters regarding:
•
•
•

Frontier centre interest letter to Year 4 only.
Santa Run letter
Christmas Market letter

Please contact the school office if you did not receive your copy of these

Inside our School
We have been overwhelmed with the effort the children have put in making Christmas decorations
for the office tree. The standard is incredibly high and judging the best one for our competition is
not an easy task. Well done to all of you
I also want to thanks Mr Marriott for the effort he puts in every single year to decorate our school
and make it look wonderful for the children.

wollastonprimaypta@gmail.com

Clubs Timetable
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

am

Archery

am

Violin

Lunch

Football

pm

Yrs 1-6

Freestyle

8:00-8:50

Field

IMS

In school hours

Music Room

Yrs 3&4
Yrs 5&6

Freestyle

11:45-12:45
12:45-13:45

Field

Performing
Arts

Yrs 1-6

Freestyle

15:30-16:30

Hall

am

Dodgeball

Yrs 1-6

Freestyle

08:00-08:50

Hall/Playground

am

Woodwind

IMS

In school hours

Music Room

pm

Football

Yrs 1-3

Freestyle

15:30-16:45

Field

pm

Hotshots

Yrs 1-6

Hotshots

17:00-17:45

Hall/Playground

am

Athletics

Yrs 1-6

Pacesetters

08:00-08:50

Field

All day

Guitar

Music Makers

In school hours

Music Room

pm

Tag Rugby /
Cricket

Yrs 1-6

Pacesetters

15:30-16:30

Field

am

Fun & Fitness

Yrs 1-6

Pacesetters

08:00-08:50

Hall

pm

Gymnastics

Yrs 1-6

Pacesetters

15:30-16:30

Hall

am

Dance

Yrs 1-6

Freestyle

08:00-08:50

Hall

am

Drums

IMS

During school
hours

Music Room

Reception Update
Exciting times in Reception as we look forward to Christmas.
Although Mr Richards was unable to visit us in person due to
that naughty virus, we had a great zoom call with him. He
showed us lots of photos of his work. Thank you so much
Postman Andy. We learnt so much and we were able to sort
letters in our role play as a result.
We have been enjoying learning some Christmas songs that we are looking forward to recording and
performing for you. Lovely Miss Freeman and Miss George have been making our headdresses for the
great performance.
We are developing our fine motor skills by painting glass jars that we are hoping to sell at the
Christmas Fayre. We are also adding a bit of glitter to make them sparkly. We think they will look
lovely with a tea light in.
In other news a new addition has joined Reception…a very naughty elf. He has made quite a mess in
our classrooms so we will be writing to Father Christmas to let him know. We, of course, are showing
Muffin, our elf, how to behave at school.

Year 1 & 2 Update
We have been extremely busy in Key Stage One. Our
learning has continued to focus on The Great Fire of
London. We have enjoyed tasting different types of
bread and designing and making our own loaves of
bread. The children all enjoyed this and we had a
variety of loaves created such as love hearts and plaits.
In literacy we have been learning about Samuel Pepys!
Did you know he buried his parmesan cheese to protect
it from the fire? The children in Key Stage One wrote
their own diary entries just like Samuel Pepys.
In year one the children have been focussing on
addition and subtraction using number lines and
counters. In year two the children have been developing
written methods in addition and subtraction

Year 3 & 4 Update
We have been exploring lots of different avenues this term with our learning.
In numeracy, the children have been learning their timetables. Year 3 have been focusing on their
3’s, 4’s and 8’s, whilst the year 4 children have been learning their 6’s, 7’s, 9’s, 11’s and 12’s. The
year 4’s have also been continuing to work on their quick recall with the use of TT rockstars and
other computer based apps.
In literacy we have spent time understanding what instructions are, we have really gained a good
understanding on the features and applied them into our writing. In literacy, we spent lots of time
thinking about how we can build a strong mind, we focused lots on positive mindset and looked at
strategies that can help us develop this. We explored the famous basketballer Michael Jordan, he
shared how many times he had made mistakes in all of his games but continued to persevere and
work out how he could improve for next time. This linked onto building our own self-esteem and
how we could start to introduce that into our day by being kind to ourselves and reminding
ourselves of three brilliant things we have accomplished each day. Through all of this discussion
and support of our book we were able to write a set of instructions about how to build a strong
mind.
Following on from this, children were able to then apply this into an independent set of
instructions about how to be a good student, this really embedded the features of the instructions
and allowed them to apply this with less adult guidance.
This led nicely onto our Design Technology this term, whereby we were looking at vegetables and
how they are grown. We made the link to the Stone age, which we completed last term where we
started to understand that people were gradually settling more and setting up farming whereby
they grew their own crops. Through the lessons we explored a variety of different vegetables, we
tasted different vegetables, some we liked and some we really didn’t enjoy. From this we selected
the vegetables we would like to go into our soup. We all had a go at peeling and chopping the
vegetables preparing them ready to be could. Once the soup was completed we were able to taste
what we had made. Again, some of us really enjoyed it others of us decided this soup wasn’t our
favourite. The children applied their knowledge of how to make soup to then write another set of
instructions which were also brilliant. We hope this has encouraged some of the children to have
another go at making some soup at home with some of the vegetables they enjoy.
In music, the whole school have begun to use a new program, called Kapow. The year 3/4 schedule
has been looking at Ballads, and the children have been looking at what a ballad is, as well as
listening to some examples. They have also begun to make up their own lyrics for a song, using the
backing track of a popular ballad. They have really enjoyed this, and are looking forward to
completing the song and performing it in class.
In ICT, the children have been looking at stop-motion video, using an application called I-Motion.
We have worked in groups/as a class to make a roman soldier move across a scene. The children
have found this to be great fun, and there has been a real buzz in the class when they have been
doing this.

Year 5 Update
It has been an interesting few weeks in Year 5. We have been looking at
factors, multiples as well as multiplying and dividing by 10s, 100s and
1000s in Maths which will lead us to applying these skills in perimeter
and area.
In Literacy we have been working hard on a dual narrative (writing from
two different perspectives of the same story) and writing a journal as we
were marooned on Mars. We are coming to the end of our Romans topic
work where we looked at how Britain was invaded and what changes
they made as well as which changes are still here today. We looked at
Roman armour and why they chose the colours they did and used this
learning to design our own shields. Also, we looked at what Roman
pottery could tell us about how they used to live. We learnt some pottery
skills using clay we created a coil pot for different purposes

Lots of progress has been made in ICT in using Vector drawings and the children have gained a
knowledge of skills they will need in the future like grouping objects, manipulating them and
duplicating them. Badminton has also been successful with lots of the children now able to take part
in longer rallies as well as recognising some tactics. The children now have some understanding of
how days, months and seasons happen due to our science project.
Next term we will be looking at some more multiplication and division in Maths, as well as some
work on fractions. In other subjects we will look at the work of Picasso, Forces and living things. In
PE: Golf, orienteering, dance and gymnastics will be covered. We are lucky to have some guests in to
teach us some Samba. World War 1 will be the focus of History. Discovering ‘New Worlds’ will lead
to lots of interesting literacy as well lots more. I’m sure it will be a fun filled term with lots of hard
work but also a lot of enjoyment.

Year 6 Update
As we approach Christmas, year 6 are looking forward to a well-earned rest! We have completed
the winter assessments and the staff are very proud of the progress being shown.
In literacy, we have moved onto a new book called, ‘The Graveyard Book’. As part of this we were
lucky enough to visit the church and have a tour of the building, learning about the history of the
church and wider village. We also looked at the headstones, inferring information about the people
they related to.
In maths, we have been looking at multiplying and dividing fractions – we will be looking at
fractions of amounts in the new year.

In science, the children completed an
investigation, proving that yeast
respires – we had an interesting
discussion about what makes a
science
experiment
valid
and
credible.
We wrapped up the Shang Dynasty
topic by looking at how the craftsman
decorated pots and hanging scrolls
for the King, then made our own.

Out of school Achievements
Well done to Mia Matthews Taylor on making her
brownie promise this is a fabulous thing to do and
be part of.

Well done to Charlie Draisey in Year 3 who has
swam 600m .

Well done to Oliver Vian in reception who
has got his yellow tag belt in taekwondo. At
only 5 years old he graded on the adult
syllabus. Only 8 belts to black belt!.

Out of School Achievements
We would love to be able to share your child's out of school achievements with the rest of the school.
As part of this newsletter, we will be devoting a page to this so if you wish your child successes to be
shared, please email Zoe.Richards@wps.inmat.org.uk

Key Dates
17th December

School closes for Christmas
Christmas Market 2-4pm

4th January

School re-opens to pupils

21st January

School closed to pupils – Training Day

11th February

School closes for February Break

21st February

School closed to pupils – Training Day

22nd February

School re-opens to pupils

1st April

School closes for Easter Break

19th April

School re-opens to pupils

2nd May

School closed to pupils – Bank Holiday

27th May

School closes for Half Term Break

6th June

School closed to pupils – Training Day

7th June

School re-opens to pupils

22nd July

School closes for Summer Break

Please be
aware of
these recent
changes

